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WHY IS
HEALTH
DATA
COLLECTED?

To provide care
to the person
the datais about

And to help develop
new treatments
and improve our
understanding
of diseases
and disability
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Health data is any information about a person’s physical or mental health: in the
past, at present or in the future.

Find out more here: https://bit.ly/3DYHbli
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Large datasets are created when health data from many people
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is gathered together organised, and made consistent,
sothat it can be used for research
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Large health datasets are used to improve understanding of diseases and disability,
and to develop new treatments.

Find out more: https://bit.ly/3DYHbli
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1. Ibrahim H, et al. Lancet Digital Health. 2021;3(4):e260-e265. 2. Indirect Government Services: Choosing an IT device. Available at: hitps://www.nidirect. gov.uk/articles/choosing-it-device. (Accessed July 2022).
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Across the world, people are generating an ever-growing amount of health data at
an incredible rate. How is such data used in the UK?2

Find out more here: https://bit.ly/3DYHbli
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Many techniques are used to help protect patient privacy when health data is
gathered and used.
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Find out more here: hitps://bit.ly/3DYHDIi
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WHATIS
HEALTH DATA
AND WHYIT

IS COLLECTED?
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Health data is any information about a person’s physical or mental health: in the
past, at present, orin the future.

Find out more about why it is collected and how it is used: hitps://bit.ly/3DYHbIi
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WHAT ARE

THE POTENTIAL
BENEFITS OF
LARGE HEALTH

o WHAT
DATASETS? ARE THE

POTENTIAL
HARMS?

Using large datasets can help improve our understanding of health and disease. But
there are also risks in how data is gathered, stored, and used.

Find out more: https://bit.ly/3DYHbli
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There are evolving principles, laws, and technical safeguards that aim to protect the
privacy of patients when large health datasets are used.

Find out more: https://bit.ly/3DYHbli
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WHO CAN

AND CANNOT
ACCESS HEALTH
DATA?
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Many types of organisation may be permitted to access health data. However, they
should demonstrate that the data will be handled safely and used properly.

Find out more: https://bit.ly/3DYHbli

HOW CAN
HEALTH DATA
BE STORED IN

A SECURE WAY?
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Large datasets are stored and accessed in many different ways. However, the UK
government has stated that one particular model will become the standard across
NHS England.

Find out more: https://bit.ly/3DYHbli
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WHERE CAN

1 FIND OUT
MORE ABOUT
THE USE OF

HEALTH DATA?

HEALTH DATA:

Aguide to large datasets

D

The healthcare you receive from the NHS relies on the information that is recorded
and kept about you. That information is often held in large health datasets.

Find out more: https://bit.ly/3DYHbli
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WHATIS
A LARGE
HEALTH
DATASET?
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Large health datasets are created when the data of many people is gathered

together, stored digitally and organised. This data can then be used to help improve
our understanding of health and disease.

Find out more: https://bit.ly/3DYHbIi
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WHY CAN'T
HEALTH DATA
ALWAYS BE
COMPLETELY

ANONYMISED?
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Anonymising health data —i.e. making it harder to link to personal information —is
important for patient privacy. It may also affect how useful the data is for analysis
and research.

Find out more: https://bit.ly/3DYHbIi
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